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The important characteristic of knowledge economy is trading knowledge and 
technology-based intangible assets, and these transactions greatly exceeded those of 
traditional economic times. Royalties taxation has become the most frequent 
international taxation issues under the conditions of knowledge economy. But the 
knowledge economy caused great impact on the traditional international taxation 
theory, which has been unable to fully apply to knowledge economy. Further 
exploration and research has become an urgent task. Therefore research on royalties 
tax issues is of typical significance. 
Currently, there are no special research papers on royalties tax issues under 
knowledge economy conditions in the homeland. Many documents discussed impact 
of Electronic Commerce over tax rules. In fact, Electronic Commerce is only one kind 
of platform for knowledge economy. There are other platforms, and knowledge 
economy affects international tax not only from trading way, but from trading objects, 
trading process. 
This article starting from analysis of the impact of knowledge economy over 
international tax theory, has summed up the challenge to tradition international tax 
theory ,and has discussed the general principles that applies to international tax under 
the knowledge economy conditions. Then, under the guidness of those principles, this 
article has detailedly discussed the confirmation of royalties, transfer pricing 
adjustment, territorial tax rights. At last, the article summed up Chinese relevant tax 
systems, checked up its applicability to knowledge economy, and submitted 
corresponding suggestions. Eventually, I hope this research can provide reference and 
advice for other knowledge economy tax issues through every effort I made. 
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1996 33.8 160.5 0.48 39.7 
1997 32.2 188.3 0.52 37.0 
1998 27.0 197.1 0.53 35.8 
1999 30.3 249.9 0.60 36.8 
2000 32.9 353.6 0.71 39.5 
2001 37.9 442.3 0.76 42.4 
2002 42.4 562.0 0.83 43.5 
2003 47.8 720.8 0.75 46.8 
2004 43.8 954.4 0.71 48.5 
2005 60.6 1250.3 0.76 51.0 
2006 69.6 1630.2 0.77 54.3 
资料来源：国家统计局：《2007 中国科技统计年鉴》，中国统计出版社，2007 年 11 月 
 
                                                        
① 对于知识经济的定义有着不同的看法，文章将在第一章第一节对知识经济的内涵进行探讨。 
② R&D 经费投入强度指 R&D 经费支出与主营业务收入之比。 
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